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Mid-Carolina Middle School

Dates to Remember for August and September

August 18- Opening of School- Welcome Back!
August 19- Swim Scrimmage at Newberry YMCA
August 26- Fall Picture Day Swim Meet home; 
September 1- Middle School Football Jamboree at Newberry High School, 5:30 PM
September 2- PTO/Open House: A Day in the Life of Your Middle School Student, 6-7:30 PM, Big Gym 
                      Swim Meet at Newberry YMCA

September 3- Picture Day (Make-ups October 22)

September 6- Labor Day- No School

September 7- October 2- MAP Testing in Reading, Language Arts, and Math

September 8- Swim Meet at Emerald; MCMS Volleyball at Newberry Middle School
September 9- 8th Grade Football at Gilbert @5:30

September 10- Back to School Dance 5:00 to 7:00

September 13- Swim Meet at Chapin

September 14- MCMS Volleyball at NMS @5:00 

September 15- Volleyball at MCMS @ 5:00

September 16- 8th Grade Football at JET @ 5:30 
September 20- Interims Issued

September 21- Swim Meet at Dorman HS; MCMS Volleyball at home 5:00
September 23- 7th Grade Football at home @5:00; 8th Grade Football at home @5:30
September 27- Volleyball- Home @ 5:00

September 28- Volleyball at Fairfield Central @5:00

September 29- MCMS Swim Meet at Emerald HS (Region Meet)

September 30- 8th Grade Football at home @5:30
GO REBELS!

Office Hours

Office hours are from 7:20 AM until 4:00 PM.  Telephone calls are answered during this time.  The secretary and clerical assistants will be able to assist in many instances or will refer students to the proper individual.  A parent may make an appointment to see a teacher, administrator or other individuals as requested.  Parents or other visitors are required to sign in at the front office upon entering the building. 
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VISITORS
Parents/guardians are encouraged to visit the school to observe classroom programs; however ALL visitors must show proper identification and receive permission from the school office before going to any other part of the building or school grounds. All guests must be on the emergency release form for that student and then may check in the office and receive a badge before entering other areas of the school. 

 Students from other schools may not be on the Mid-Carolina Middle School campus without the permission of the Administration. We also request that our students do not bring visitors to the school. This will cause a disruption to the instructional program.
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CAR RIDER PICK UP LINE PROCEDURES
AM:  6th and 7th graders are dropped off at the 6th/7th grade wings by using the main
      driveway entrance closest to the high school/Cy Schumpert Rd.
      8th graders are dropped off on the big gym side by using the second driveway entrance 
      closest to the athletic fields. 

PM:  6th and 7th graders are picked up in front of the cafeteria/media center doors – ALL CARS
      MUST PULL UP TO THE MEDIA CENTER DOOR AND FORM 2 LINES.  CARS SHOULD 
      NOT PARK ON THE BRIGHT ORANGE CROSSWALKS. PLEASE PULL AHEAD OF, 
      BETWEEN, OR BEHIND THE CROSSWALKS WHEN PICKING UP STUDENTS IN THE

       AFTERNOON ONLY.  

       8th graders will be picked up at the same location as morning drop off.

   ***DUE TO THE SAFETY OF ALL STUDENTS AND STAFF, PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN THE PARKING 
       LOT AND ASK STUDENTS TO WALK TO PARKED CARS IN THE AFTERNOON.  ALL STUDENTS
       ARE EXPECTED TO BE PICKED UP IN THE APPROPRIATE ASSIGNED AREAS. 
       THANKS FOR YOUR HELP!

Dress Code

Students are expected and required to dress in a manner not to disrupt instruction or the educational process. Repeated failure to follow the dress code can result in a referral to the administration. The following guidelines will be observed:
1. No headwear (male or female) will be worn in the building between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 3:15 p.m. This includes hats, sweatbands, do-rags, wave caps, bandannas, hair picks, hoods, etc. The first offense will result in the item being confiscated. The purpose of this policy is to promote courtesy and respect and to increase safety on campus. 

2. No bare midriffs, halter tops, tank tops, spaghetti or “T” straps, see-through shirts, or blouses. Sleeveless blouses should be at least three (3) inches across the shoulders. 

3. No skin should be showing between a student’s shirt and his/her pants, skirt or shorts. This includes when students are sitting, standing, or walking. Shirts should not expose a student’s back. 

4. No vulgar, obscene, or otherwise inappropriate/offensive symbols, language, or wording will be permitted on clothing. 

5. Any endorsement of drugs, tobacco, or of an alcoholic beverage will not be permitted on clothing worn to school. 

6. Sunglasses/shades or flip lens glasses are not to be worn in the school building unless medically necessary. Students with a medical necessity must see a school administrator for clearance. 

7. Pants should not be worn below the waist. 

8. Shorts and skirts are to cover the thigh and should be no higher than three (3) inches from the top of the knee.  Please take into consideration the length of these items when sitting or walking. There will be no holes showing skin or undergarments more than three inches above the knee. 

9. There will be no holes in pants above the knee showing skin, leggings, or undergarments. Undergarments should not be visible at any time.
10. Cleavage should not be visible at any time. 

11. Students should not wear heavy chains, jewelry, or clothing with spikes. 

12. Bedroom slippers or pajamas are not to be worn on campus. Blankets and pillows are not permitted in the building. 

13. No “Heeleys” or other shoes with wheels are allowed. 

NOTE: The administration reserves the right to require a student to change clothes if what he or she is wearing is deemed to be inappropriate for school. The misconduct will be handled with disciplinary action if it occurs more than once. If a student has to go home to change, the absence(s) will be unexcused. Students who cannot go home to change or refuse to change will be assigned to ISS for the remainder of the day.

INAPPROPRIATE ITEMS AT SCHOOL

CD/DVD/Tape players/recorders, walkmans, radios, IPods, MP3 players and other personal property that interferes with instruction, if brought to school without the permission of a teacher or administrator, will be kept in a secured location until the end of the school year. Items may be returned at the request of the owner after a conference with administration for the first offense. Skateboards and mopeds will not be permitted at school. This practice is enforced to maintain an appropriate learning environment and to prevent the theft of costly items. 

Expensive items of clothing, jewelry, cameras and large sums of money should not be brought to school because of potential loss, theft or damage. The school is not responsible for lost, misplaced or stolen items or valuables.


CELL PHONES

Cellular phones are not to be seen nor heard, and should be turned off at school between the hours of 7:20 AM and 3:00 PM.

After 3:00 PM, cell phones may be used outside of the building. A warning will be issued for the first offense. On the second
offense the phone will be confiscated and returned only to the parent or guardian after 24 hours has elapsed. If this happens a third 
time, the phone will be secured in the office until the end of the school year. Please note, a cell phone contract will be signed by 
parent and student with the second offense of having an operating cell phone during the instructional day.
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AGENDAS
Each student will be issued an agenda the first day of school. Students are required to use the agenda/planner as their hall pass. To be out of class, students should have signed permission from the teacher or staff member in their agenda along with the dismissal time and destination. Students in the hallways without permission in their agenda will be considered out of assigned area and will receive a consequence for this offense. It is important to keep the agenda/planner with them at all times. If the agenda is lost the student will pay $5.00 to replace it. The agenda is also a useful tool for students to write down all class assignments and to use a communication tool between home and school. 

ID Policy

At MCMS we strive for excellence as well as safety. Our IDs are used so we can quickly identify the students in the building as well as for lunch and media center activities.  Please adhere to the below listed information concerning your ID:

1.
ID badges must be worn at all times.

2.
ID badges must be visible and worn outside of clothing around the neck.

3.
ID badges must be worn on the correct colored school issued lanyard.

4.
ID badges are property of MCMS and must not be defaced (The badge will be confiscated and the student must 

purchase a new ID if this occurs.)

5.
Students must not wear an ID badge belonging to another student. These IDs will be confiscated.

6.
Every student is issued an ID badge and lanyard at the beginning of the school year. If students do not have their ID, a new one must be purchased. Students will not be allowed to charge more than one ID badge ($5 for each badge, $1 for each lanyard). 

7.           Failure to properly wear an ID badge will result in the following consequences: 

· 1st offense- Warning

· 2nd offense- Lunch Detention

· 3rd offense– Lunch detention and phone call home
· 4th offense – Administrative referral.

8.
Students without their ID badge will eat last and be issued a temporary ID sticker to be worn appropriately on their outer clothing shirt as their ID for the day. 

9.           Students are required to have their ID to check out books in the media center, eat lunch and for identification on field    

              trips.
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NEW!!!  CLASSROOM DISCIPLINE PLAN FOR LEVEL ONE OFFENSES

STEP 1: THREE STIRKE PHASE

Strike One: 

Verbal warning- name on board

Strike Two:

Verbal warning

Strike Three: 

Time out to a partner teacher

STEP 2: TIME OUT PHASE (PAPER REFERRAL)

1ST Time out: 
Parent phone call with child when possible and Red Reflection Card

2nd Time out:
Team conference and 1st Lunch Detention and Red Reflection Card

3rd Time out:
2nd Lunch Detention and Guidance Counselor Referral and Red Reflection Card and Parent Letter

4th Time out:
3rd Lunch Detention and Parent Call and Red Reflection Card

STEP 3: ADMINISTRATIVE PHASE

5th Time out: 

Administrative After School Detention

6th Time out:

1 day In-School Suspension (ISS)

7th Time out: 

1 day ISS

8th Time out: 

Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP), 2 days ISS

9th Time out:

2 days ISS

10th Timeout:

1 day Out of School Suspension (OSS)

11th Time out:

Revisit BIP and 1 day OSS

12th and up Time outs:
OSS at administrative discretion

   Students will be rewarded for appropriate behaviors throughout the school year. 

MCMS believes no inappropriate actions should interfere with the learning process.

Single Gender Education

As you are aware, MCMS is a single gender school. Students are placed according to their gender in the math, ELA, science and social studies classes. All other classes are co-ed. If you have any questions, please contact an administrator. If you would like more information on the guidelines please visit the following website:

http://www.ed.sc.gov/agency/Innovation-and-Support/Public-School-Choice-and-Innovation/SingleGender/Index.html
Emergencies, Safety Drills, and School Closings

Each school in the district has an emergency preparedness plan, which has been developed in cooperation with local law enforcement and other emergency response agencies.

Schools will conduct fire drills at least once each month without notice.  Students will be trained in prompt and orderly

evacuation.

A plan has been developed to provide for the protection of students in the event of a tornado or other natural disaster.  Each school will conduct at least one emergency drill within the first month of school to ensure safety against such disasters.

The superintendent is empowered to close the schools in the event of hazardous weather, epidemics, or other emergencies, 

which threaten the safety or health of students or staff members.  

The superintendent also has the authority to delay the opening of any or all schools or to dismiss them early, due to weather conditions or other emergencies.

The superintendent will make the decision regarding school closings and cancellations as early as possible.  The district will send the announcement directly to parents via the Alert Now communication system.  For this reason, parents must ensure that the district has accurate contact information.

The announcement will also be provided to local digital and broadcast media.  These media outlets historically include, but are not limited to, WKDK AM 1240 radio (Newberry), WIS-TV (Columbia), WLTX-TV (Columbia), WOLO-TV (Columbia), WYFF-TV (Greenville), and WSPA-TV (Spartanburg), among others.
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Bell Schedule

	8th Grade
	Time
	7th Grade
	Time
	6th Grade
	Time

	Homeroom
	7:45-7:55
	Homeroom
	7:45-7:55
	Homeroom
	7:45-7:55

	Core 1
	7:55-9:00
	Core 1
	7:55-9:00
	Core 1
	7:55-9:00

	Enrichment
	9:03-9:33
	Enrichment
	9:03-9:33
	Enrichment
	9:03-9:33

	Core 2
	9:36-10:41
	Rel. Arts 1
	9:36-10:16
	Core 2
	9:36-10:41

	Rec/Lunch
	10:44-11:19
	Rel Arts 2
	10:19-10:59
	Core 3
	10:44-11:49

	Rel Arts 1
	11:22-12:02
	Core 2
	11:02-12:07
	Rec/Lunch
	11:52-12:27

	Rel Arts 2
	12:05-12:45
	Rec/Lunch
	12:10-12:47
	Core 4
	12:30-1:35

	Core 3
	12:48-1:53
	Core 3
	12:48-1:53
	Rel Arts 1
	1.38-2:18

	Core 4
	1:56-3:00
	Core 4
	1:56-3:00
	Rel Arts 2
	2:21-3:00


· The tardy bell rings at 7:45.

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE TIMES 

The school day is from 7:20 to 3:20 p.m. Students should not arrive at school earlier than 7:20 a.m. nor remain after 3:30 p.m. (unless participating in a school sponsored activity). Adequate supervision is not available prior to 7:20 a.m. or after 3:20 p.m. to safely and effectively supervise and tend to student needs.

“No Child Left Behind” Parent Notification

In January 2002, President George W. Bush signed the “No Child Left Behind” Act into law.  Designed to ensure that all children have an opportunity to obtain a quality education, this new law is already bringing many changes to South Carolina’ s schools.

As a parent of a student in The School District of Newberry County, you have the right to know the professional qualifications of the classroom teachers and instructional assistants who instruct your child.  

Federal law allows you to ask for certain information about your child’s classroom teachers, and requires us 

to give you this information in a timely manner.

If you would like to receive this information, please complete a request form that can be obtained from your child’s school or The School District of Newberry county Human Resource Office.  The requested information will be mailed to you.  We look forward to partnering with you this year as we work to provide a quality education for your child.

SPECIAL NOTE TO PARENTS ABOUT ATTENDANCE

We need the special cooperation of parents in seeing to it that their children are present and that written notes are provided for legitimate absences.  Please send a parent excuse or doctor’s excuse when your child is absent.  Remember that we can only accept 10 parent excuses for the year.  Your child’s promotion may be endangered if more than 10 parental excuses are used.  PLEASE HELP US KEEP YOUR CHILD IN SCHOOL!!

For further details about procedures and policies at MCMS, please visit our website at  www.newberry.k12.sc.us/mcms.

Look for future newsletters at the beginning of every month.

We look forward to working with you and your child for the 2010-2011 school year!
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Have you joined the PTO today?
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Welcome to a new and exciting year at Mid-Carolina Middle School! Enclosed is information to get you and your child off to a great start. Feel free to contact the school if you have any questions.





Deedee S. Westwood, Principal


6794 US Highway 76


Prosperity, SC 29127


803-364-3634


803-364-4877 (fax)








